
Newsletter for 
Teachers

Hi everyone! Thank you for downloading and reading this second 
issue of my newsletter. If you like what you read, then please do 
feel free to share it with colleagues who may also benefit. This is a 
new project of mine, and I’ve listened intensely to the feedback I
received regarding last week’s pilot issue. 

In my quest to make this the go-to place for teachers on a weekly 
basis I’ve made it a point to include:

• Updates from my blog, YouTube channel and books
• Education news from around the world
• Practical, realistic and useful tips for teachers 
• Recommended books and articles 

If there is anything else that you would like me to include in these 
newsletters then please, please, do let me know. I can be e-mailed 
at info@richardjamesrogers.com or contacted via Twitter and 
Facebook.

Have a great week, everyone!

Richard 
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Education News
A roundup of the past week in the world of teaching

Jared Kushner will ‘Definitely’ 
send his Kids to School (Despite 
COVID-19)

Donald Trump’s son-in-law has stated that he 
will send his kids to school despite concerns 
about in-law learning at this time of COVID-
19. Read more here.

‘A’-Level students descend on 
London in protest (PA)

Mysterious Message Appears on
IBO.org, and Then Vanishes!

According to several users on the Justice for 
IB Students May 2020 Facebook group, a 
mysterious message appeared at ibo.org on 
Sunday. The message read “The International 
Baccalaureate will soon make an important 
announcement about the M20 results”. 
Moments later, the URL manifested a ‘404 
Page Not Found’ message. As many will be 
aware, IB  Diploma students all over the 
world feel let down this year due to large 
inconsistencies in grading - at a time when 
students could not take their terminal exams 
due to COVID-19. This is a story that’s 
evolving constantly and is worth keeping an 
eye on! 

Students Protest in London over 
‘A’-Level ‘Catastrophe’

Around three hundred students descended 
on London on Sunday in protest against the 
downgrading of their ‘A’-Level results. Over 
280,000 students received final grades that 
were lower than teacher predictions, and 
thousands of schools have vowed to launch 
appeals. Read more here.

Jared and Ivanka have three children 
together (Ludovic Marin/AFP/Getty 
Images)

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/aug/16/jared-kushner-children-school-covid-19-ivanka-trump
https://web.facebook.com/groups/727404504740471
https://news.yahoo.com/hundreds-students-streets-central-london-133200755.html


Practical Teaching Tips
Stuff That Teachers Can Actually Use!

Back to School 2020: Key Priorities for Teachers as Schools Reopen

It’s really important that we start the new academic year with an informed 
and energetic approach, During lockdown, students will have not only 
missed the social interaction that comes with being with their friends, but 
also key content and skills. My personal priorities in the coming weeks (for 
building enjoyment, collaboration and accelerating/maximizing learning) are 
as follows:

• Maximising group work and practical activities where possible (and 
within the constraints of all social distancing measures that are 
enforced).

• Getting the kids moving around and using spatial learning to activate 
multiple areas of the brain. 

• Making sure that my students know that I’m ‘on top of things’, and 
actually being ‘on top of things’. This includes mapping out the ‘road 
ahead’ clearly for each class in terms of the topics that will be covered 
and when, following a homework setting and feedback schedule and 
making sure that I make use of one-to-one conversations on a more-
frequent basis than ever to empower my students. 

• Managing the amount of screen-time my students are exposed to in 
school. EdTech is great, but there are also well-documented side-effects 
of spending too much time in front of screens. Our students will have 
had plenty of time to do that during lockdown. It’s time to bring back 
some more traditional methods, make use of the outdoor environment 
and get kids moving whilst learning. Of course, we can’t (and shouldn’t) 
eliminate EdTech from our lessons completely, but we do need to be 
mindful of how much time our students are spending on their devices in 
the classroom.

• Review misconceptions that may have been picked up during lockdown. 
For me personally, this means some ‘re-teaching’ and checking 
understanding with regards to the more complex material that my 
students were expected to learn remotely when schools were closed 
earlier this year.

I've made a video about this that you can watch here (you can also click on 
the image below to go straight to the video):

https://richardjamesrogers.com/2017/11/12/spatial-learning-a-powerful-teaching-tool/
https://richardjamesrogers.com/2019/08/25/curriculum-clarity-making-things-clear-for-students/
https://richardjamesrogers.com/2018/11/25/tips-for-organising-homework/
https://richardjamesrogers.com/2018/07/01/digital-disaster-screen-time-is-destroying-childrens-health/
here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdYtE2LwvgI


Recommended Back to School 
Articles, News and Books

Articles

1. We’re Back to Regular School, Alberquerque Journal, August 16th

2020
2. Trump says open schools. Teachers say safety first. As cases rise, 

unions may win. USA Today, August 13th 2020.
3. How do substitute teachers fit into back-to-school plans? Demand 

could spike — or plummet. MinnPost, July 20th 2020
4. Teachers Are Scared to Go Back to School. Will They Strike?

Education Week, July 20th 2020
5. Back to School Basics for Teachers. Richard James Rogers, August 

13th 2018

Books

1. The Quick Guide to Classroom Management ( 45 Secrets That All
High School Teachers Need to Know) by Richard James Rogers

2. The New Art and Science of Teaching (More Than Fifty New 
Instructional Strategies for Academic Success) by Robert Marzano

3. How Learning Works: Seven Research-Based Principles for Smart 
Teaching by Ambrose et al. 

4. Growing Tomorrow's Citizens in Today's Classrooms: Assessing 
Seven Critical Competencies (Teaching Strategies for Soft Skills and 
21st-Century-Skills Assessment Methods) by Erkins, Schimmer and 
Vagle.

https://www.abqjournal.com/1487077/were-back-to-regular-school.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/education/2020/08/13/covid-cases-back-to-school-reopening-teachers-union-trump/3312750001/
https://www.minnpost.com/education/2020/07/how-do-substitute-teachers-fit-into-back-to-school-plans-demand-could-spike-or-plummet/
https://www.minnpost.com/education/2020/07/how-do-substitute-teachers-fit-into-back-to-school-plans-demand-could-spike-or-plummet/
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/07/20/teachers-are-scared-to-go-back-to.html
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/07/20/teachers-are-scared-to-go-back-to.html
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1943874727
https://www.amazon.com/New-Science-Teaching-Instructional-Competency-Based/dp/1943874964/
https://www.amazon.com/How-Learning-Works-Research-Based-Principles/dp/0470484101/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1943874727


--------------------------------------
What is richardjamesrogers.com?

A place for educators from all over the world to learn new skills 
and techniques via Richard’s (and his guests’) numerous blog 
posts and videos. The blog was set up in late 2015 to act as an 
accompaniment to Richard’s bestselling book for teachers: The 
Quick Guide to Classroom Management. Richard currently writes 
a blog post covering some aspect of teaching every Sunday, and 
shares this with his online community via various social media 
channels. 

What Happened This Week at 
richardjamesrogers.com?

• A new blog post (and accompanying video) entitled Good 
Teachers are Also Good Students was published (and then, 
finally, completed). In this blog post I make the point that in 
order for teachers to remain ’connected’ to the student 
experience, we must continue to be students ourselves. I talk 
about my experience studying with the Open University 
several years after qualifying as a teacher, and what I learned 
from that process.

• I published a new video on YouTube today going through my 
thoughts on what our key priorities should be as enter the 
new academic year for 2020/2021. Enjoy!

Richard James Rogers newsletter. Week Beginning August 17th 2020.

https://richardjamesrogers.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Quick-Guide-Classroom-Management-Pedagogical-dp-1505701945/dp/1505701945/
https://web.facebook.com/richardrogersauthor/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdYtE2LwvgI&

